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BEROLD, NOW IS THE ACCEPTED 
TIME5 BEHOLD, NOW 1 THE 
DAY OF SALVATION: 


HERE was never à more faithful, or a more 
zealous {ervant of Jeſus Chrift than the 


apoltle Paul, He went through immenſe fatigue 


and labour, and expoſed himiclf to numerous and 
mighty dangers, to advance the intereſt of the ever- 
lafting goſpel. So ardent was his zeal in this ſer- 
vice, that ſome had repreſented it as exceeding the 


bounds of reaſon, and as the effect of a diſordered 
mind, But he acted upon the beſt principles, and 


was animated by the moſt rational motives, He had 
his eye fixed apon the recompence of the reward, 
A 2 and 
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4 A S8 ER M O N. 
and knew that his labours and ſufferings, in ſpread. 
ing the knowledge and triumphs of divine truih, 
would be infinitely repaid with the bleſſings of 
eternity. — He had a tender, and generous affection 
to the fouls of men; and earneſtly wiſhed to prevent 
their ruin, and conduct them to happineſs. — 
He had a ſtrong and grateful reſentment of the 
love of God in Chriſt to a guilty world. — And 
was deeply impreſſed with the obligations he was 
under, as intruſted with the miniftry of reconci- 
lation, to exert his utmoſt, though at the expence 
of the moſt valuable enjoyments of life, for the 
ſalvation of ſinners.— We know, ſays he, that if 
our earthly houſe of this tabernacle were diſſolved, 
we have a building of God, an houſe not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens, — Knowing the 
terror of the Lord, we perſuade men. — The love 
of Chriſt conſtraineth us —And all things are of 
God, who hath reconciled us to Himſelf by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and hath given to us the miniſtry of recon- 
ciliation. Now then we are ambaſſadors fe: 
Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by us: Wi 
pray you, in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled t© 
God. And as the apoſtle exhorts men. to be te. 
conciled to God; to accept the overtures f 
his mercy ; ſo he exhorts them to it without delay. 
— Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now 
is the day of falvation. 

The 
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The apoſtolic character hath long ceaſed. None 
ve been 1atruſted, ſince the firſt age of the goſ- 
el, with the miniſtry of reconciliation in ſo emi- 
nent a ſenſe as the apoſtles were. None can now 
aſume, without great preſumption and arrogance, 
ir. the fenſe applicable to them, (who received 
their commiſſion immediately from our Lord him- 
elf, and were inveſted with miraculous powers in 
tteitation of it) the dignified and illuſtrious title 
of ambaſſadors for Chrift. But the great Head of 


ie church hath given paſtors and teachers to ſup- 


port its intereſts in every age. Theſe are of 
characters whach will continue to the end of the 
world. And theſe, if they have any juſt idea of 
de worth of ſouls ; — if they have any true appre- 
henfion of the vaſt hazard ſinners run, every mo- 
nent, of being loft for ever; — if they feel the 
weet, yet powerful conſtraints of divine love; 
or if they conſider the important deſign of a goſpel 
rüniſtry; and the ſtrict account they muſt give 
'ereatter, they cannot but attempt, by the warmeſt 
xpoitulations, and moſt earneſt entreaties, to per- 
uade men to ſecuse, and ſecure without delay, their 
Dermal ſalvation.— When nothing is ſo little at- 
ended to as the great objects of faith; when the 
zenerality of mankind live and act, day after day, 
and year after year, as if in this life only there was 
dope; ſome in the anxious purſrit of ſordid gain; 

others 
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A 8 E R M O N. 
others in running the barren round of diſſipation 
and folly; does it not behove the miniſters of 


religion to cry aloud and ſpare not, as the prophet 


ſpeaks, to lift up their voice, like a trumpet, to {hey 
ſinners their tranſgreſſions, and to urge them to far. 
ſake the path of ſin and death, and enter into the 
way of righteouſneſs and life? And, as one year i; 
haſtening away after another, and the preſent ate 
of exiſtence is ſo ſhort and uncertain, ſhould they 
not preſs them to an immediate attention to the 
grand purpoſe of their beings ? — Behold, now is 
the accepted time; behold, now is the day of fal- 
vation. 


In the IR SVH place, through the infinite com- 
paſſion of Gad to the apoſtate race of men, there 
is an accepted time, and there is a day of ſalvation, 
And, 


In the s: cond place, now is the accepted 
time, and now is the day of ſalvation. 


In the Fins mT place, there is an accepted time, 
and a day of ſalvation. 


We are ſinners, and deſerve to periſh ; but ve are 
not loſt beyond recovery. We are not under an 
irreverſible ſentence of condemnation, We are al- 


lowed, 
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A S ERM ON. 7 
led, upon a humble confeſſion of our guilt, to 
-ppeal, from the tribunal of juſtice, to the ſeat of 
mercy, He whom we have offended is ready to 
grove, He will beſtow falvation upon all who 
txcorely deſire, and earneſtly ſeek it. He hath 
0 pleaſure in the death of the wicked ; but that 
the wicked turn from his way and hive. He will 
forgive the iniquity of the penitent, and will re- 
member their fins no more, He retaineth not his 
anger for ever, becauſe he delighteth in mercy. 


Such aſſurances as theſe he gave by the mouth of 


is prophets, and hath abundantly coufirmed them 
by the goſpel of his Son, The doctrine of for- 
zireneſs 15 there revealed with the fulleſt and bright- 
et evidence, The deſign of the incarnation, life, 
:bours, ſufferings, death, reſurrection and aſcen- 
ſon of the Son of God, and of all his ſubſequent 
medtatorial acts, was to ſave ſnners, and to ſave 
den the very chief, A conſciouſneſs of having 
xen guilty of the moit aggravated crimes is no rea- 
on for deſpair. The blood of Chriſt cleanſeth 
tom all things. This is the generous and exten- 
ive invitation of the benevolent Saviour, — come 
mo Me ALL ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
d] will give you reſt. And the worſt of ſinners 
have had rich experience of hi; unbounded love.— 
Our apoſtle, after enumerating ſome of the vileſt 

oftenders, 
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tem all fin. By Him, all that believe are juſtiſied 


2 V 


offenders, ſaid to thoſe whom he addreſteg 
ſuch were ſome of you: but ye are waſhed, but 


ye are ſanQifed, but ye are juſtified in the name of | | 
the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God. The 7 
ranſomed of the Lord, who appear on the mount of | - 


Zion with everlaſting joy upon their heads, are, in. 


deed, a choſen generation, a royal prieſthood, an | 2 
holy nation, a peculiar people. Chriit loved the I 
church, and gave Himſelf for it, that He might I 
ſanctify and cleanſe it with the waſhing of water 


by the word, that He might preſent it to Himſc!i - 


glorious church, not having ſpot or wrinkic, o 
any ſuch thing; but that it ſhould he holy and 
without blemiſh. But then this holy and glorious 


church 15 compoſed of individuals who were im- 
pure and finfu!; and ſome of whom were among 


the moſt horribly criminal, and moſt dread{ull; | 
depraved. — Many who were on the very brink o 
miſery, and ſeemed, above all others, veſſels of 


wrath itted to deſtruction, are now triumphing, 


and will for ever triumph, in the wonders of Codes 
mercy. And is his hand ſhortened, that it cannot 
fave; or his ear heavy, that it cannot hear? Hs B 


power and compaſſion, like his being, arc ut 
changeable. 


The ſalvation revealed and prom: ifed 1 1 the 2 51 
pel, is not a bare exemption from punis mes 
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though this alone would render it of unſpeakable 
value, to ſuch as ſeriouſly conſider, what a fearful 
thing it is to fall into the hands of the living God, 
when his wrath is kindled but a little. It alſo in- 
daudes a reſtoration to God's favour, and likeneſs; 
a re-admiſſion into his family; and a final ad- 
vancement to complete and never-ending happineſs. 
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1 
I And how amazing the grace and benignity of the | 1 
J great Lord of all, who is not only ready to pardon i 5 if l 
I a race of guilty rebels, but to embrace them as his 11 1 
4 children, and to cruwn them with unfading glory! 1 5 
: 10 


— When we reflect on the repeated and provoking e 
inſults we have offered to the laws and government 1 
of God, have we not cauſe to wonder that there is [ | 
for us an accepted time; that there is for us a day 1 
of ſalvation ! — But this accepted time, and this | 
day of ſalvation will not always continue. It was 
obſerved, | 
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in the s FH ON p place, that mow is the accepted |! l Hi 
time; that ew 1s the day of ſalvation. 1 i M1 
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tance, and for ſecuring our eternal ſalvation.— NY 

i . » . * 1 ! | + | 
While we are inhabitants of this world, we are e 
within the reach of mercy, God is now calling 
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upon ſinners, by his word, by his providences, by 7 
ais miniſters, by the voice of conſcience, and by | 
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the influences of his Spirit, to comply with the in- 
vitations of his grace. He condeſcends even to 
beſeech and entreat them to be reconciled to Him, 
and to receive the bleſſings of ſalvation at hi: hands, 
So deſirous is He that they may eſcape the wrath ta 
come, and be happy for ever, that, aſter repeated 
refuſals, He again, and again, ſolicits them to fly for 
refuge to the only hope that is ſet before them. 
But none will hear the calls of mercy, and the 
invitations of grace, when this life is at an end, 
Death will puta final period to all poſſibility of ac. 
ceptance and ſalvation There is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in the grave, 
There will be no change of character in the inviſible 
ſtate. The reigning diſpoſitions we carry with us, 
when we leave the preſent world, will be our com- 
panions for ever, and the ſource of happineſs or of 
miſery. This 1s the irreverſible decree pronounced 
on the departure of every ſoul. — He that is unjuſt, 
let him be unjuſt ſtill: and he that is filthy, let him 
be filthy ſtill: and he that is righteous, let him v2 | 
righteous ſtill: and he that is holy, let him he ; 
holy ſtill. He who is now entreating finners, wit 
all the affection of friendſhip, and with all the 
tenderneſs of compaſſion, to be wiſe and happy, will, 
after death, appear againſt them, in all the terror 
of indignation; and then their loudeſt cries for 
mercy will be in vain — Becauſe He called, and they 
reſuſed; 
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refuſed ; He ſtretched out his hand, and no man 
regarded; but they ſat at nought all his counſel, 
and would none of his reproof: He alſo will laugh 
at their calamity ; and will mock when their fear 
cometh ; when their fear cometh as deſolation, 
and their deſtruction cometh as a whirlwind ; 
when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon them; 
then ſhall they call upoa Him, but He will not 
anſwer ; they ſhall feek Him early, but they ſhall 
not find Him: for that they hated knowledge, 
and did not chooſe the fear of the Lord, 


11 


As life in general, fo youth in particular, may 
de ſaid to be the accepted time, and che day of 
ſalvation It is the moſt acceptable that can be de- 
voted to the ſervice of our fouls; and the tte 
ſeaſon for obtaining ſalvation. 


Though mercy will be extended to all, who, in 
any part or period of life, forſake their ſins and 
urn unto God through the Redeemer; yet thoſe, 
v0, in the prime of life, preſent chemſelves unto 
Him a living facrifice, are beheld by Him with 
Giſtinguiſhed favour, John, who was the youngeſt 
ot the twelve, is ſtiled, by way of eminence, the 
wiciple whom Jeſus loved, There is ſomething 
peculiarly attractive in thoſe, who are under the go- 
verning influence of that faith which is the ſub- 
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ſtance of things hoped for, and the evidence of 
things not ſeen, at a ſeaſon when the imagination 
25 moſt eaſily captivated with the flattering objects 
of ſenſe; when the paſſions are generally head- 
ſtrong, and vanity and folly predominant. And, by 
remembering their Creator in the days of thei; 
youth, while the evil days come not, nor the year: 


draw nigh, when they {hall ſay, we have no plea. 
ſure in them, they do far more honour to religion, 
than others who enter into its ſervice in their de- 
clining years, after they have been jaded in the ways 
of ſin, or diſguſted with the deceit and treachery of 
the world. They give it the preference when it: 
moſt powerful rivals ſolicit their affections, and 
thereby manifeſt, that they devote themſelves to it, 
not of conſtraint, but willingly. 


And as the ſeaſon of youth is the moſt acrepra- 
ble when employed in God's ſervice, ſo it is the 
fitteft ſeaſon for obtaining ſalvation. There are not 

then ſuch ſtubborn habits to be ſubdued, as tho/- 
have to encounter, who have been long inatten- 
tive to duty, and long accuſtomed to do evil.— The 
mind is then in its moſt ductile tate, and moſt fu 
ceptible of religious impreſſions.— And the earlicr 
the heart is conſecrated to God, the greater 1d 
advantage for acquiring eminent attainments in 

virtue, and for ſecuring a ſuperior degree of glory. 
But 
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But when it is ſaid, 049 15 the accepted time; 
1-2; is the day of ſalvation, we are principally to 
underſtand the preſent day and hour. This is the 
time that may be improved to our eternal ſalvation; 
but this may be the oni time: for our exiſtence 
here is infinitely precarious, | 


Our blefled Saviour urges conſtant watchfulneſs 
and preparation from the uncertain time of his 
coming; Which is of equal force when applied to 
the uncertainty of the day of death, as when ap- 
vlied to the uncertainty of the day of judgment. 
Watch, therefore : for ye know not what hour your 
Lord doth come. Be ye alfo ready; for in ſuch 
an hour as y2 think not, the Son of man cometh. 


The ſacred writers arc continually endeavouring 
to impreſs the minds of men with the vncertainty 
of life, as a motive to improve the preſent ſeaſon. 
hey :2preſent it by the moſt ſtriking and expreſ- 
ive images; by a fading flower; by a fleeting 
ſhadow z and by our liableneſs to be cruſhed before 
the moth. And the numerous examples around us 
of perſons being called hence, in the prime and vi- 
gor of their days, as well as under the decays and 
lecre pitude of age, and often without any pre- 


nous warning, confirm theſe declarations of holy 
Vit, Many, who looked forward to diſtant years, 
| have 
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have been unexpectedly made free among the dead 


Many, in their full ſtrength, whoſe robuſt cong;. 
tutions ſeemed to brave the aſſaults of death, hays 
been brought down to the duſt, by the {arcric, 
power of the King of terrors ; while others has 
been ſpared, who, in human apprehenſion, gave 
much fainter promiſes of a continuance: juſt 3 
the flender ſhrub hath ſtood unhurt amidſt the fu. 
rious blaſt, which hath rooted up the ſturdy oak. 
Theſe inftances ſhould teach us to know our end 


and the meaſure of our days what it is, that we mu; 
know how frail we are; and be excited immediatel; 


7 


# 


to improve the day of our viſitation. What be. 
pendance can we rationally place on any future ſea. 
fon, when we know not what a day may bring fort. 
What folly to ſuſpend our everlaſting all upon the 
attenuated thread of life, which, as one has we! 
expreſſed it, not only hurſts before the ſtorm ; but 
breaks even at a breeze ! 


It is awful to confider, what multitudes f on 
fellow immortals, who once enjoyed the means 0 
grace, have, without improving them to their f. 
vation, been ſummoned into the inviſible f=te: 
They were Lufied in the acquiſitions of the world, 
or fluttering in the ſollies of a diſſipated life, and 
thought of nothing lefs than ftriving to obtain the 
prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt jeſus. 


1 
games |} 
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It would have been better for them if they had ne- 
ver heard of the way of ſalvation thro? the Redeemer; 
t would have been better for them if they had 
never been born. Infinitely better never to exiſt, 
than to exiſt under the curſe of God. if they had 
worlds of wealth to barter, they would give them 
all away for one overture of mercy from their of- 
fended Sovereign. But deſpair is one of the dread- 
ful ingredients in the miſeries of hell. 


If che over-ruling hand of Providence had ſent 
os down to the regions of the grave, before we 
nad ſeen the light of this day, what do we think 
would have been the ſituation of our ſouls?— 
Would they have been with an innumerable com- 
pany of angels, and with the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect, with God the Judge of all. and with 
eus the Mediator of the new covenant ? or would 
they have been in outer darkneſs, the companions 
ok devils, and the partners of their miſery ? 


There is reaſon to apprehend there may be ſome 
in this aſſembly, on whom the means of grace have 
teen hitherto beſtowed in vain ; who have been as 
barren trees in the garden of God; whoſe Lord and 
proprietor, ſpeaking after the manner of men, hath 
come, year after year, ſeeking fruit, and finding 
We, = His forbearance and compaſſion have ia 


fas 


— 


— 
* n 


» XS PAL. BAD ns nee iy Es . A 


* A tt fi Ge TA a+ ——— —— GAG 
4 4 "Op * 


— . eee . 
* * — af — — 
” 222458 ad 


iN * 
+3 I 
0 $4 
4 
: : i 
T 
; Iv 
: 7 
N a 
7 >. 72 
£ 
3 
s Z \ 
. 
5 T 
dy 
* = 
2 5 
Xs f 
EH 
6 * + 
% 
1 ; 
u 
in 
* 
2 1 


= ; 9 „ Js 
— 
= a by — . * 41 
> Log 2 
' - . — — 


4 his r 


42 — 
— 
7 
— ne * P 

A Shag 32 * 8 * — PRs — 

4 y vy . a 0 . — G — — — 
* 1 * — — — . pe — wh — * 
— — - Y : 2 2 — — 2 8 * —_— 4 — * 
2 od —— — 2 * 
— — —— — — — — — * — — — — - — 
a - ” —— rn — . — tes — — — — — — — 
1 * 1 * iy pups * 
— — we; a — — — — = — — —— 
- * — — « 9 2 — — 
— ” 


- 
— 
— _—__—— 


x of 8 
—— Ys > a Ms ee af. 20 4 
— 2 3 — — — 2 
> wo Fo - — — 
—— — —— — 44 — —— — — —— 
2 * —— * — — 
Me s 8 * — IS 


| d WE 
T7 if 0 
N "©. dy * 1 
To. 
>, of 
\ = + 
1 : 
+ x 4 
* 
p 

A * 

« 

: 1 
i 4 
f ; 3 

: Fi 
: % 

we - 
235 . 
* 

4 np 4 

$4 : 

4 

\ * 

* 
1 
: 
4 8 

1 * 

; 

[| l þ 

4 4 1 

1 

0 1 

, 
| 

l 11 
1 

: : ; 

Ii 
N . 

p 4 

ae 
1 
18 
" * 
1 

8 

4 * zi 

\ - + 

» 2 

- * 7 

* 

1 

G 

| l 4 

4 F 
0 : . 

4 
+ 4188 

H 3 

* 

5 7 . 
+ 11'S 
\ 11 
1 49 

& - TIX > ö 54 

9 . N X 

* i C 

I 

. p = 4 

= 4 
Þ T1 
WiSz 
ky - 

0 x 7 
*. #1 2- + 
Ws. 1 p 
SS BE 
1 
* 
. 
, 2 . 
$4 PR. 

\ 2. 
1 
8 = 
2 17 > 
[ E '2 
* 88 
1 

x 1 
n 
1 * 8 

: 

- A 

; WW 

- ” 1 ” 

. 

{ * b 

* 
3 x 
1 2 * 

7 

1 5 

* C 4 . ? * 

1 
f +: 
* : 
4 $3" 
-$ 2.5208 
* * ? 
* 4 

1 "3% 
EE © « 4 
= 4 
o 3 \ 

: * 4 * bs 
4 * 5 
7 bY L 
: * 3 
\ = 
7 5 
5 * 

2 
1 
ec 2 : 
* : 5 
7 8 1 * 3 
23F , 3 + 
M. 
. - : 
21 * 7 : 
3» : : 
£ - $8 
* 4 - 
7 
1 16 
$5 + 
: 5 
47 2 
+ 
© I 
7 
* * 
23 * 
1 2 
* 
* 
1 
1 
L - 
© 
- 


"th 


5 
# 
x 
:, 
bf 
. 
* 
25 
1 
I 
* 
25 
* 
1 
q 
* 
L* 
4 
1 
11 
1 
. 
7 
N 
"7 
1 
4 
{ 
Y 


4 
2 

1 
1 


far prevailed, that you are yet ſpared. If from 
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this day ye bear fruit, well; if not, in his righ. 
teous anger, ye may be ſoon cut down as cumbe. 
rers of the ground, and made the fuel of his fury, 


It is probable that ſome of us will have paſſed the 
limits of life, before the cloſe of the year we have 
now begun. Perhaps, a {mall part of it will rc 
to the deſtined boundary of our time. If death 
finds us ip a ſtate of acceptance, it will introduce 


us into the abodes of bliſs: we ſhall exchange world; 
to our unutterable gain. But death will prove a 


dreadful day, if we have no 1ntereſt in the merit: 
of the Saviour, and in the mercies of God. — re. 
ſume, ſinner, no longer on the divine clemency ; 
ſuch preſumption hath proved the eternal deſtruc. 
tion of thouſands, | 


Few, or none, who attend on the inftrugions of 
God's word, but have formed purpoſes of apply 
ing themſelves to the ſecuring therr everlaſting hap- 


pineſs, The misfortune is, they generally f« on | 


ſome future period; and for the preſent are fatis- 
fed with forming the intention, But if you Pur: 


poſe ever to ſeek God's merciful acceptance; W ]] 


not immediately {eek it? — Behold, now 15 che ac. 
cepted time; behold, now is the day of ſalvation 
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Be wiſe to-day; tis madneſs to defer, 
And to the mercies cf a moment leave 
The vaſt concerns of an eternal ſcene.” 


Salvation will be granted to thoſe only who are of 
i righteous temper and life. Chriſt is not the mi- 
niſter of fin, He came that he might purify unto 
tumſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
He himſelf bare our fins in his own body on the 
tree, that we being dead to fin ſhould ſive unto 
righteouſneſs, He died for all, that they which 
live, mould not henceforth live unto themſelves, 
but unto him that died for them and rote again. 
The goſpel plan is to lead men to happineſs, in the 
ay of holineſs. It is founded on purity, as well 
as on mercy, The goſpel requires repentance from 
dead works, and a vital operative faith. This is 
its language, — Repent and be converted, that your 
ſins may be blotted out. Except ye repent, ye 
ſail periſh. — Believe on the Lord ſeſus Chriſt, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved, — Without faith it is im- 
_ potitble to pleaſe God. This is his commandment, 
that we ſhould believe on the name of his Son Jeſus 


Chriſt.— Theſe are expreſs declarations of Holy 


'rit, And faith and repentance, when genuine 


IN * 


nd ſcriptural, ace always connected with a ſupreme 
love to God, with ardent deſires of his favour, with 
a ſovereign regard to inviſible and eternal objects, 
and with a ſincere and habitual conformity to the 


diving will. No name, profeſſion, ſituation, or cir- 
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cumſtances will be of any account v ith God, where 
the heart is altenated from his ſervice. Rex, pe: 
ſonal religion is neceſſary to the being med of 
Him, and receiving the great ſalvation. "Tis as 
neceſſary to theſe purpoſes, as the ear to hear, the 
tongue to ſpeak, or the eye to behold the ſun. Its 
neceſſity ariſes as well from the unchangeable nature 
of things, as from the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of 
the goſpel covenant. And religion's being indif- 
penſably neceſſary to our acceptance and ſalvation 
(which are of the laſt conſequence to the apottate 
ſons and daughters of men) furniſhes a forcegble 
argument for an immediate devotedneſs unto it, 
We ſhould make haſte and delay not to keep God's 
commandments. 


I would obſerve, as a further argument, that the 
difficulty of engaging in the ſervice of religion will 
increaſe in proportion to the delay. The longer 
men perſevere in ſin, the more they will be enilaved 
to it; the longer they neglect religion, the more 
they will be averſe to its practice, for all habit, 
both good and evil, ſtrengthen by indulgence, and 
are deeper rooted the longer they continue. Can 
the Ethiopian change his ſkin, or the leopard his 
ſpots ? then may ye allo do good, who are accul: 
tomed to do evil. By which the prophet repreſents 

he vaſt difficulty of entering upon, and purſuing 2 
contrary courſe to that to which we 45 2988 long 
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accuſtomed. And, indeed, we can have little hope 
of thoſe who have ſpent their days in a wilful for- 
gettulneſs of God, when they come to the decline 
If ſuch are brought to repentance, they 
are plucked as brands out of the burning. For one 
who, at that ſeaſon, is brought to it, thouſands re- 
main impenitent, and are undone for ever. 


of ! life. 


To prevail on us to poſtpone our attention to 


religion, the artſul enemy of our intereſt is wont to 


revreſent it as incompatible with the enjoyments of 
the preſent life. This is a temptation uſually ap- 
plied to the younger part of mankind, and too 
often with fatal ſucceſs. — Now, on ſuppoſition 
that it were ſo, how ought every mar to act, and 
how would every wiſe man act? Would he not 
rather deny himſelf preſent enjoyments, and prepare 
for their ſake, en- 
everlaſting ſalvation ? It would be our 
wildom to act thus avere religion inconſiſtent with 


danger his 


de pleaſurable enjoyments of the preſent life: for 
„hat proportion do thefe bear to the glories of the 
ture world, either as to their nature, degree, or 
duration? — But it is wot fo, Chriſt's yoke is eaſy, 
ard his burden is light. The ways of religion are 
ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace. 
All true, 
lows, and is itſelf the ſource of the nobleſt pleaſures 
mat we are capable of receiving. What religion for- 


bids, 


ational, innocent enjoyments religion 
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bids, are thoſe mean, unmanly, guilty gratiicatiuns, 
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which degrade and debaſe our nature, and which 
are followed hy uneaſineſs, diſguſt and vexation, 


Conſider, Sirs, the infinite value of your ſouls, 


and the importance of immediately attending to 


their final happineſs. Reſolve in the ſtrength of 
God to devote yourſelves to his ſervice without 
delay. Ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, A de. 
parture from evil is the firſt ſtep in the road to 
glory. If you are conſcious of the allowed com. 
miſſion of any one fin, renounce all conncctos 
with it. Tho” it may be to you as the right hand, 
cut it off; or as the right eye, pluck it out. Cz ji! 
habitually indulged will as effectually exclude you 
from acceptance and ſalvation, as a thouſand. —— And 


not only ceaſe from fin, but be active in duty, Daily . 


bow at the footſtool of mercy. Open your inmos 
thoughts without reſerve before the Throne of God. 
Tell him the deep ſenſe you have of your inevitable 
ruin without his gracious interpoſition. Beg of hi. 
to look upon you in the face of Jeſus, and lead you 
into the way of righteouſneſs and life. Be frequen: 
and fervent in your addreſſes to Heaven, Theſe 
are the grand means of ſalvation. Pray always. 
the apoſtle hath expreſſed it, with all prayer ai: 
ſupplication in the ſpirit, and watch thereunt 
with all perſeverance ; and your prayers and fip- 
plications will not be in vain, Here is the c 
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ragement, ſeck and ye ſhall find; knock and it 
mall be opened unto you. 


Having ovtained help of God we continue to 
this day ſurrounded with his mercies ; which we 
could be ready at all times gratefully to acknow- 
ledze, but eſpecially when brought, as we now are, 
to the beginning of a new year, He hath ſheltered us 
under the ſhadow of his wings, and ſecured us from 
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che ravages of death. Some of us the paſt year may — 
have been under the aſſaults of a threatening diſeaſe, 
and, in human views, j uſt departing into that world 
from whence there is no return. The great Sove- 
reign. of nature interpoſed for our deliverance. 
The great Phyſician adminiſtered to our relief. 
He healed our diſeaſes and redeemed our lives from 
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destruction. Whatever we may aſcribe of our reco- 


very to medical aid ; or whatever we may owe to 
the tender aſſiduities of our deareſt connections; yet 


2 our preſervation is ultimately to be attributed to 
_ God, The likelieſt means are nothing without him. 
They are as breaits without milk to an hungry in- 
ik _ fant; or clouds without rain to a thirſty land. When 
ſe God with- holds his blefliag, vain is the help of man. 


© Our lite contains a thouſand ſprings, 
to And dies if one be gone: 
* Strange ! that a harp of thouſand ſtrings 


9 1 en 47 ne . 141 
5 hould keep in tune ſo long. 
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But *tis our G OD ſupports our frame, 
The G OD that built us firſt ; 
Salvation to th' Almighty Name, 
That raiſed us from the duſt.” 


But of thoſe whoſe lives are preſerved, many ge 


confined to chambers of ſickneſs and to beds ef 


pain. We, thro? the divine favour, are not among 
thoſe priſoners of diſeaſe and ſorrow. We, perhaps, 
have a full tide of health, or at leaſt ſuch a ſhar- 
of it as not to be abridged of the pleaſure and ad- 
vantage of ſocial intercourſe, And health ans 
in the foremoſt rank of temporal bleſſings, 2! 
others loſe their reliſh where this is wanting: Aud 
where this reſides it adds to the aprecableneſs of 
every other enjoyment, as the luſtre of an unclouded 
day increaſes the bcauty and lovelineſs of the 


creation, 


We ſtill receive alſo of the gifts of God's bounty. 
We have food to eat and raiment to put on. Mot 
of us have the conveniencies of life. And thoſe to 
whom theſe are now granted have peculiar reaion 
to acknowledge the kindneſs of an indulgent pro- 
vidence.—I know not when this fruitful Country 
was a witneſs to ſuch ſcenes of domeſtic diſtreſs as 
at this day. Many are now compelled to deny 
themſelves thoſe comforts and accommodations 
which in better times were within their reach; and 
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to take up with what was the ſupport of thoſe of 
au inferior ſtation, And many who heretofore 
had bread enough and to ſpare, are now ready 
to periſh with hunger. It would deeply affect 
every one that is not inſenſible of the feelings of 
humanity, to hear of, not to ſay to behold, the 
triumphs of want, in numerous families, in various 
parts of chis kingdom. What a ſad viciſſitude ſince 
plenty preſided, though in a homely dreſs, at the 
peaſant's board, and inſpired health and chearful- 
neſs into his ruddy offspring! Who, or what, may 
be the leading cauſes of this unhappy change, 
which 1s big with national ruin, 1s not for me pe- 
remptorily to pronounce : But if it be the effect, 
wholly, or in part, of an accurſed thirſt of un- 
righteous gain, I would remind the authors of it, 
were my voice capable of being heard throughout 
the Land, that there is a day approaching, when the 
Almighty will avenge the poor, and him that hath 
no helper.— Vengeance is mine, and I will repay 
it, ſaith the Lord. 
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That we have ſo many mercies, of which num 
bers arc in want, we mult not aicribe to ourſelves, 
/ "Tis not owing to any peculiar deſert in us, but to 
5 the unſearchable counſels of God's benignity and 
„ wiſdom. Many who are eminent for their religious 
0 attainments; for the vigor of their faith ; the fer- 
4 vor ot their love; and the regularity and exem- 
0 plarineſa 
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plarineſs of their converſation and conduct, have 
rot that ſhare of outward good which providence 
hath vouchſated to us. — Theſe unmerited mercics 
call upon us for the effuſions of gratitude to their 
generous Giver, 


But we continue in the enjoyment of ſuperior 
mercies, We have the means of ſecuring our final 
happineſs; and of advancing in our ſpiritual im. 
provement. We have the advantage of ſocial, a: 
well as of private devotion, which the wiſeſt and 
beſt have always eſteemed as among the choiceſt 
Bleſſings : and we are this firſt day of a new year 
in the ſanctuary of God. We adore thee, Thou 
Preſerver of Men, that we are the living, the living, 
to PRAISE Thee! The dead praiſe not the Lord, 
neither any that go down into ſilence. But we wil! 
bleſs the Lord from this time forth, and for ever. 
more. Praiſe the Loid, 


T hope I am addreſſing myſelf to thoſe who hae 
not the form of religion only; but who have felt 
Ks power; who are accepted of God, and entitled 
to the great ſalvation. The gifts of his grace 
which you have received are a ſure pledge of future 
glory. You have a treaſure in heaven; which 1: 


infinitely more valuable than all the treaſures . 


earth. There ncither moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, 
and there thieves do not break through nor en 
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Theſe thall periſh ; but that ſhall endure. Death 11 

2 . Han 
itſelf ſhall not deprive you of it: Death ſhall put { 1 

you into its everlaſting poſſeſſion. | ll | 

; 144 
1 | 
What ſhall I render unto the Lord for all his be- | | | 


nefits towards me, 1s the language of every grate- 
ful heart. And tho? we cannot be profitable to 
Him, we may be profitable to thoſe around us: 
And he regards as done to himſelf, what, from a 
right principle, 1s done to them. Benevolence to 
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our fellow creatures is a reigning feature in a re- | It! | 
ligious character. If a man ſay I love God and o 9 
| hateth his brother, he is a lyar; for he that loveth A | 1 | 
f got his brother, whom he hath ſeen, how can he A 
g iove God whom he hath not ſeen, 10 06 
„ e 
, You have an opportunity this day, of gratifying, 10 | 
2 in a very important inſtance, your benevolent af- 1 0 
5 fections. The ſervice to which you are now called, | ? | | | 
might, were it needful, be recommended and en- ij i 
forced by a variety of arguments; but ] truſt little 1 | 0 
bh need be ſaid to prevail on you to aſſiſt a charity, 1 
el which bids fair to produce, and which actually has i | ii | 
ed produced very valuable effects. 4 i | 
_ 44 
wy have before me an account of the riſe, progreſs, i | | 
. E and preſent ſtate, of the Charity-ſchool, in Gravel- 4! ll 
85 lane, Southwark, as an advocate for which I now . | 
ap appear. g Pi 
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* The foundation of this ſchool was laid in the 
year 1687, in the reign of James II, when a ſchool 
was ſet up by one Poulton, a Jcſuit, and public 
notice was given, that he would inſtruct the children 
of the poor, gratis: Upon which Mr, Arthur S$haller, 
Mr. Samuel Warburton, and Mr. Ferdinando 


_ Holland, laid the foundation of this School, ty 


avoid the dangerous conſequences of a Popiſh 
ſchool, and to provide for the inſtruction of the 
children of the poor in the Proteſtant way. 

The number of the ſcholars at firſt was forty; 
afterwards it encreaſed to fifty, and is now two 


hundred. They are inſtructed in the principles 


Chriſtianity; and arc taught to read, write, and 
Cypher, and thereby qualified for the ſervice of 
God and man, It may be ſaid to he the firſt ſchoo] 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters were concerned in. But 
objects are received without diſtinction of parties, 
the common good being intended. It is ſituated 
in one of the pooreſt parts of this city, and che 
children of the pooreſt ſort of watermen, fiſhermen, 
and others, are here taught, without any expence 
to their parents, and are furniſhed with ſpelling- 
books, teſtaments, catechiſms, and writing and cy. 
phering- books. The girls are taught to ſew and knit. 

The charges have been defrayed by the gifts and 
ſubſcriptions of private perſons, with two annual 
collections, and the kind remembrance of the e. 
School by ſome in their laſt wills,” 
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The plan of this charity I approve : It is truly 
chriſtian and catholic : And I rejoice that the ob- 
jets of it are ſo numerous, All muſt wiſh well to 
ſuch a deſign, who are well-wiſhers to our Country, 
and to our Religion; or who deſire the temporal 
and eternal happineſs of individuals. 
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The wiſeſt of men in all ages, have looked on 
the inſtruction of youth, in every view, as of the 
greuteſt moment, Tis the language of inſpiration, 
Train up a child in the way he ſhould go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it; that is, 
ſuch as have good principles early inſtilled into their 
minds, are the moſt /z4ely to feel their influence in 
advancing life, and to purſne a wiſe and a happy 
courſe. But many of the lower claſs of mankind 
have not the ability; and if they had, have not the 
time © give neceſſary inſtruction to their children; 
and are incapable of bearing the expence of their 
being inſtructed by others. Can a benevolent and 
generous diſpoſition, therefore, be exerted on fitter 
objects than the children of {uch neceſſitous parents? 
-— Theſe are the objects of the charity I now re- 
commend. And will you not, as your power will 
zimut, chearfully contribute to its ſupport ? 
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Allow me to ſuggeſt, and J ſhall only ſuggeſt, 
that the objects of this charity, without your 
tnendly aid, would, from their fituation, be pe- 

culiarly 
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cuharly expoſed to the depredations of vice, and in 


imminent danger of infamy in this world, and mi- 


ſery in the next; — that you may be inſtrumental, 
by your liberal contributions, in reſcuing them 
from the deſtructive evils, which are the ſpontaneous 
growth of ignorance, poverty and idleneſs ;—ijn 
rendering them, inſtead of the diſturbers of our 
ſtreets, and che terror of our dwellings, uſeful 
members of the community; nay, (as by this 
charity they are inſtructed in the principles of our 
holy religion) you may be inſtrumental in ſaving 
them from ſin and hell, and leading them to virtue 
and to happineſs ; and not them only, but conh- 
dering them as, by and by, the heads of families, the 
effects of your liberality may extend to the eternal 
ſalvation of generations yet unborn, And does not 
this idea warm every breaſt in this aſſembly? Are you 
not ambitious of promoting the everlaſting welfare 
of your fellow creatures ; and of carrying on the 
deſign, for which the Son of God came down from 
heaven, and lived, and laboured, and ſuffered, 
and died ? e 
May the mana We promoters of this bene- 

volent undertaking have the ſublime pleaiure 
of ſeeing, in numbers, its falutary effects; and 
may God reward them an hundred fold! Amen, 


